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. Without a doubt, the 2016 coup against democratically elected president Dilma Rousseff (PT) was an overall attack on Brazilian
( democracy and the country’s institutions. The coup, however, had a very specific target, Brazilian workers and the poor, their
o unions, and their social movements. A central characteristic of the coup was the introduction of massive changes to the basic
’ labor protections once enjoyed by workers, the legal structure that shapes relations between employers and workers,
ﬂ.-}f William J. Mello and the very way work is performed. At the center of these political setbacks is a fundamental contradiction between
SR A e Profececs M abor neoliberalism, the rights of workers and the ongoing battle to consolidate democracy in Brazil.
Studies at IU Northwest.
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